DR. STEVEN A. BENKO, PH.D.

Raleigh, North Carolina 27613 (919) 345-3297

Stevenabenko.com

sabenko@gmail.com

Professor - Religious & Ethical Studies

EDUCATION | AWARDS & DISTINCTIONS

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY, Syracuse, NY AWARDS & DISTINCTIONS
Ph.D., Religious Studies (2003) Pauline Davis Perry Award (Research and Publication), MEREDITH COLLEGE (2021)
M.Phil., Religious Studies (2001) H°"gfs Facz’ty A;:’? ME’RSEEFLTAHCSgELUE&\E/ &081|1TY 2?2102602)021)
i ; utstanding ward,
WA, Religious Studies (1998) Graduate Assistantship Award, SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY (1998)
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY, New Orleans, LA Tuition Scholarship SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY (1996-1997)
B.A, Religion / Literature / History (1996) University Honors Service Award, LOYOLA UNIVERSITY (1996)

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION & COMPETENCE

Specialization: Contemporary Religious and Ethical Thought in Culture

Competence:

Religious/Philosophical Ethics, Contemporary Religious Thought and Culture, Communication Ethics, Bioethics/Medical Ethics, Nineteenth
Century Religious Thought, Religion and Postmodernism, Popular Culture, Religion and Comedy/Theories of Comedy, Myth Studies,
Narrative Theory, Contemporary Moral Issues, World Religions, New Testament

Current Research:
Humor in Religion and Ethics, Humanism and Posthumanism in light of Continental theory; Ethical subjectivity in Levinas and Foucault;
Technology and what it means to be human

Dissertation:
Ethics 2.0: Post-Biological-Posthuman Subjectivity and the Challenge to Ethics

Current Courses Taught:

= Religious Ethics and Social Issues Comprehensive Exams:

=  Comparative Religious Ethics = Narrative Ethics/Religion as Story

= Ethics of Love and Justice = 19t Century Religious Philosophy/Soren Kierkegaard
=  Religion and Literature = Theodor Adorno/Popular Culture and Religion

=  Religion and Film = Non-Objectivizing Thinking and Speaking in Myth

=  Religion and Pop Culture = The Book of Jonah/Bible and Comedy

=  Comedy, Ethics, and Society

Bioethics and Society

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

MEREDITH COLLEGE, Raleigh, NC
Professor (2019-2023)

Associate Professor (2017 — 2019)
Assistant Professor (2007 — 2017)

» RES 102: World Religions = RES 400: Contemporary Ethical Thought

»  RES 104: Religious Ethics and Social Issues = RES 499: Research in Religion

= RES 200: Comedy, Ethics, and Society = |DS 350/940: Global Capitalism and Ethical Values

= RES 220: Ethics of Love and Justice (Honors, Dr. Anne York)

» RES 221: Comparative Religious Ethics = |DS 398: Comedy, Ethics, and Society (Honors)

»  RES 250: Religion and Film = |DS 398: Mind, Music, and Morality (Honors, with Dr.

= RES 284: Sin, Satan, and Evil Mark O’Dekirk)

= RES 285: Religion and Literature = IDS 941: Thinking the Digital Self (Honors, with Dr.

= RES 297: Religion and Technology Rebecca Duncan)

»  RES 306: Religion and Pop Culture = COM 299: Self, Community, and Communication in the

RES 344 Bioethics and Society Digital World (Honors)
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ALFRED UNIVERSITY, Alfred, NY
Visiting Professor (2005)
= HSP 207: Ethics
= HSR 105: Introduction to World Religions
= HSP 410/HSR 392: Philosophy and Technology: Technology and the Evolution of the Human (Special Topics in Philosophy /
Religion)

NORTH CAROLINA WESLEYAN COLLEGE, Rocky Mount, NC
Adjunct Instructor (2000 - 2004)

= REL 101: Introduction to Religion (Spring 2001, Spring = REL 495: The Problem of Evil (Independent Study,
2002, Fall 2002, Spring 2003, Fall 2003, Spring 2004) Spring 2003)

= REL 115: Religious Worlds (Fall 2001) = PHIL 202: Ethics (Fall 2001, Fall 2002)

= REL 220: Non-Western Religion (Summer 2002) = PHIL 342: Professional and Business Ethics (Spring

= REL 340: Contemporary Moral Issues (Spring 2003) 2001, Spring 2002, Spring 2003)

REL 401: Christian Ethics (Fall 2001, Fall 2002)

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY, Department of Religion, Syracuse, NY
Part-Time Instructor (2000)
= RES 217: New Testament
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY, Department of Religion, Syracuse, NY
Teaching Assistant (1998 - 2000)
= REL 256: Christianity, Dr. James Wiggins (Fall 1998, Fall 1999)
= REL 252: Religious Ethics and Social Issues, Dr. Ernest Wallwork (Spring 1999)
= REL 246: Religion and Popular Culture, Dr. M. Gail Hamner (Spring 2000)
DUKE UNIVERSITY, Durham, NC
Teacher - Talent Identification Program (1999 - 2007)
= Contemporary Ethical Debates (Summer 2006; online Spring 2007, Summer 2007)
Philosophy in Literature and Film (Spring 2006 — online)
Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2005 — online)
Existentialism and Beyond (Summer 2003, Summer 2004, Summer 2006)
McWorld: Imprinting American Culture on Other Cultures (Summer 2004)
Philosophy in Literature and Film (Summer 2003)
World Religions (Summer 1999)
Myths and Legends (Summer 1999)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, DEVELOPMENT, AND AFFILIATIONS

Professional Service and Development:
=  Coordinator, Undergraduate Research Section, Southeastern Conference for the Study of Religion (2018-2022)
o Drafted call for paper for undergraduate section
o Developed rubric and scoring system (Google Forms) for evaluation of papers
o Notified selected participants and organized panels
o Oversaw selection and awarding of the Outstanding Undergraduate Paper award
= Think Strong, Director (2013-2017)
o Developed, led, and arranged guest speakers for critical thinking workshops for faculty and staff.
o Managed budget; developed assessment rubrics, collected data, and wrote reports; developed workshops for Freshman
seminars; infused critical thinking at upper level; supervised administrative staff
o  Organized Pedagogy, Innovation, and Enhancement (PIE) conference; coordinated with campus offices and
departments to develop workshops; arranged for guest speakers; managed event budget and staff; led multiple
workshops on critical thinking and ethics in the classroom.
Critical Theory and Pedagogy PDC (Organizer, 2017-2018, 2021-2023)
Interfaith Youth Core, Interfaith Leadership Institute, Atlanta 2017 (Participant)
Creative Pedagogy Professional Development Community (Organizer, 2015; participant 2016-2023)
Technology/Online Learning Professional Development Community (Organizer, 2015-2023)
Director, Center for Women, Ethics and Public Life
o Organized guest lectures and panel discussions on ethical issues relevant to the community.
=  Foundation for Critical Thinking, International Spring Academy on Critical Thinking (Washington, D.C)
o Attended workshops, Foundations of Critical Thinking: College and University; Socratic Questioning
= Poyner Institute
o  Summer 2012 “Teaching Research Ethics.” University of Indiana workshop held at the Poyner Institute.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, DEVELOPMENT & AFFILIATIONS (continued)

o National Humanities Center

o Summer 2008: "Human Nature: Ethical Implications of Biological, Cultural, and Technological Transformation.” The
seminar was led by Allen Buchanan, Duke University, Alex Rosenberg, Duke University and Jesse Prinz, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

o  Summer 2010: “Worried Sick, Worried Well.” The seminar was led by Nancy Tomes, SUNY Stony Brook.

= Ethics Across the Curriculum, Meredith College
o Summer 2006, Spring 2008; Workshop Leader
o Summer 2004, 2005; Workshop Participant

= Whatis the End of Social Change?

o Fall 2010: Presented talk on the relationship between ethical theories and social change. This talk was a Sloan Family
Student Leadership event and was sponsored by the Office of Student Leadership and Service.

o Spring 2011: Organized and moderated a panel on social change. This panel brought women from the local community
to Meredith College to discuss how they understand their role as social change agents and work to realize social change
in their professional lives. Panelists included: Rita Linger, President/CEO of Southeast Raleigh Assembly; Jeanne
Tedrow, Co-Founder/CEO of Passage Home, Inc.; Leah Brown, President/CEO of A10Solutions, Inc.; and Verna Graff-
Gessaman, Senior Manager of Community and Economic Development, RBC Bank.

= Religious Ethics and Social Issues Panels

o Organized panel discussions on capital punishment (Spring 2006), abortion (Fall 2006), immigration (Spring 2008), the
redistricting of school zones in Wake County (2010), and Amendment 1/Same Sex Marriage (2012).

o Contacted members of the Raleigh community; invited them to discuss their group’s or denomination’s stance on these
issues. Members of the Meredith community, John Locke Society, and People of Faith Against the Death Penalty
participated in the capital punishment panel. Members of the Jewish, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Muslim faiths
participated in the abortion panel. Participants for the immigration panel included Laura Deddish Burton of Smith Moore,
LLP, Rev. Donna Schaper of Judson Memorial Church, and Daniel Heimbach of Southeastern Theological Seminary.

= From Virtue to Codes

o Spring 2012: A workshop on how virtue ethics could be used to develop a code of ethics for the Department of

Communication and the Performing Arts.
= Ethics Bowl, Coach (2011-2021)

o 2017 NCICU Ethics Bowl, second place

o 2019 NCICU Ethics Bowl, quarter finalist

o 2020 Mid-Atlantic Regional Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl, 2d place; national qualifier

= Reviewer

o Reviewer, Explorations: The Journal for Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities for the State of North Carolina

o Reviewer, The Journal of Religion and Film

o Reviewer, Teaching Philosophy

= Committees:

o Tenure and Promotion Committee o Working Group on New Programs
o Undergraduate Research Committee o  Committee on Tenure
o General Education o Summer Reading Program Book Selection
o Honor Council Review Committee Committee
o Think Strong, Director o Quality Enhance Program/Prism Seminar
o Faculty Development/Instructional o Meredith Honors Program Committee
Technology Committee, chair 2015-2016 o Board Member, Center for Women, Ethics,

o Just and Equitable Treatment Committee and Public Life

= Theta Alpha Kappa, Faculty Sponsor

= Contributor to the Meredith College Honors Program

= Faculty Advisor to Student Activities Fee

= Received Technology Development Grant to develop Second Life presence for IDS 941: Thinking the Digital Self (Honors course

to be co-taught with Rebecca Duncan in Fall 2008)

= Informal advisor of Meredith College students preparing applications for graduate and law school

= FYE Instructor (Fall 2006, 2011, 2012, 2014)

= Future Professorial Project, Syracuse University

= Meredith College Summer Reading Program (2006, 2007, 2008, 2010-2021)

Frequent guest lecturer in classes on ethical theory and ethics in specific disciplines (Education, Physics, Interior Design, Human
Developmental Sciences, and Business)
Professional Affiliation and Honor Societies:

o The American Academy of Religion

e Theta Alpha Kappa

e American Culture Association/Pop Culture Association
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Books

= 2022 Better Living Through TV: Contemporary TV and Moral Identity Formation, Steven A. Benko, ed., Lexington Books, 2022
o Introduction: TV, Better Living With Other People?
o Can Watching TV Make Me a Unicorn? TV and the Ethics of Decency, with Eleanor Jones
o A Black Captain America: Race in The Falcon and the Winter Soldier, with Alisa Johnson

= 2020 Comedy and Ethics: Essays on Crossing the Line, Steven A. Benko, ed., McFarland Press, 2021
o Unhappy Laughter: Palitics, Affect, & Ethics in the Feminist Comedy of Aziz Ansari” with Eleanor Jones
o Otherwise Than Laughter: Levinas and an Ethics of Laughter

= 2019 The Good Place and Philosophy: Get an Afterlife, Steven A. Benko and Andrew Pavelich, eds., Open Court Press, 2019
o Like Boxing Gloves of Sadness

Articles, Chapters, and Book Reviews

= 2022, “Dave Chappelle as Philosopher of Race,” with Scout Burch in The Palgrave Handbook of Popular Culture as Philosophy

= 2021, “Let Me Tell You Something, Dave Chappelle Does Not Trust Us,” with Scout Burch, in Dave Chappelle and Philosophy,
Open Court Press

= 2021, Humor: International Journal of Humor Research book review: Philosophy, Humor, and the Human Condition: Taking
Ridicule Seriously, by Lydia Amir with Elena Blackwelder

= 2020, “The Good Other” in The Good Place and Philosophy, Kimberly Engels, ed., Blackwell Publishers

= 2019 Teaching Ethics book review: Cahn, Steven M. and Andrew T. Forechimes, eds., Principles of Moral Philosophy: Classic and
Contemporary Approaches (Teaching Ethics, 18 (1):104-106 (2018))

= 2018 “Trans/Posthuman Epistemology: Doubt and Back Again” in Michael Bess and Diana Walsh Pasulka, ed. Posthumanism:
The Future of Homo Sapiens. Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference USA, 2018. (with Amelia J. Hruby)

= 2018, Humor book review Jesus and Brian: Exploring the Historical Jesus and his Times via Monty Python’s Life of Brian (with
Hayden Hains)

= 2016 “Interviewing Business Leaders to Develop Critical Thinking About Market Structures” in Journal of Economics and Finance
Education (with Dr. Anne York), Fall 2016, Volume 15, no. 3.

= 2015 “Critical Thinking and Teaching the Religions of Others” in Religious Studies News (October 28, 2015)

= 2015 “Using Fundamental Concepts and Essential Questions to Promote Critical Thinking” in Faculty Focus: Higher Ed Teaching
Strategies from Magna Publications (January 12, 2015)

= 2015 “What Charlie Hebdo Says About Laughter, Violence, and Free Speech” in The Conversation (January 10, 2015)

= 2014 “Critical Transhumanism as an Ethics of Otherness” (co-written with Amelia Hruby) in Religion and Transhumanism: The
Unknown Future of Human Enhancement, Calvin Mercer and Tracy Trothien, eds.

= 2012 “Ironic Faith in Monty Python’s Life of Brian” in The Journal of Religion and Film, vol. 16, no. 1 (April 2012)

= 2008, December, Co-authored with Rebecca Duncan an op-ed about Facebook, teen identity, and parents (motivated by news
coverage of the Matthew Silliman murder), “Beneath the Facebook Fagade,” published in the News and Observer on December
13, 2008

= 2007 “Ethics Across the Curriculum, Application to Economics” in The Journal of Economics and Finance Education (with Drs.

Anne York and Jane Barnes)

2007 Resource Center for Cyberculture Studies book review: Virtual Morality: Morals, Ethics and New Media

2005 “Ethics, Technology, and Posthuman Communities” in Essays in Philosophy, Vol. 6, No. 1 (January 2005)

2005 Journal of Cultural, Religion, and Theory book profile: Televised Morality

2005 Janus Head, “Exposure to the Posthuman Other,” a review of Avatar Bodies: A Tantra for Posthumanism.

PRESENTATIONS

= 2021 Popular Culture Association, “Stand Up, Man: Male Comedians Performing New Ways of Being Masculine”

= 2020 Popular Culture Association, “You Know | Didn’t Even Care: Why Did | Lose My Confidence in Dave Chappelle?” (cancelled,
due to pandemic)

= 2019 Popular Culture/American Culture Association in the South, “The Good Other”

= 2019 Popular Culture/American Culture Association in the South, “Live, Die Learn, Repeat: Free Will, Memory, and Ethics in Time
Loop Narratives (with Mark O’'Dekirk)

e 2020 Pop Culture/American Culture Association, “Live, Die, Learn, Repeat: Free Will, Memory, and Ethics in Time Loop Narratives
(with Mark O’Dekirk; cancelled, due to pandemic)

= 2019 Popular Culture Association presentation, The Good Place and Authenticity: Being for Yourself Before You Can Be For
Others

= 2018 American Academy of Religion presentation, Ethics without Religion: How Teaching the Good Place Taught Me What Ethics
Is and Is Not

= 2018 International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning, Teaching Through Questioning (with Julie Schrock)
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= 2017 Magna Publications, Online Seminar, Facilitate Deep Learning and Student Engagement through Socratic Questioning (with
Julie Schrock)
= 2017 Popular Culture/American Culture Association in the South, Unhappy Laughter: Politics, Affect, & Ethics in the Feminist
Comedy of Aziz Ansari
o 2017 The Ethics and Aesthetics of Stand-Up Comedy, Bucknell University, Unhappy Laughter: Politics, Affect, & Ethics
in the Feminist Comedy of Aziz Ansari
= 2017 International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning, Developing and Implementing Collaborative Learning Activities
(with Cece Toole and Julie Schrock)
o 2017 14 Annual Elon Teaching and Learning Conference, Developing and Implementing Collaborative Learning
Activities (with Cece Toole and Julie Schrock)
= 2017 Lilly Conference on Designing Effective Teaching (Bethesda, MD) presentation, Collaborating About Collaboration: Multi-
Disciplinary Strategies for Enhancing Student Learning (with Julie Schrock, Cece Toole, Whitney Manzo, and Cathy Ostrowski)
= 2017 Southeastern Conference for the Study of Religion, Religion, Pedagogy, and Interfaith Cooperation with Margarita Suarez
= 2016 International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning, Redefining Participation: How Well Did You Do? How Much Did |
Help? (with Julie Schrock)
o 2016 Workshop at NC State Teaching and Learning Center, Redefining Participation: How Well Did You Do? How Much
Did I Help? (with Julie Schrock)
o 2016 13t Annual Elon Teaching and Learning Conference, Redefining Participation: How Well Did You Do? How Much
Did I Help? (with Julie Schrock)
o 2016 Lilly Conference on Designing Effective Teaching (Asheville, NC) presentation, Redefining Participation: How Well
Did You Do? How Much Did | Help? (with Julie Schrock)
= 2016 Popular Culture/American Culture Association presentation, Charlize Theron Menstruated All Over My Masculinity: Humor as
a Response to Mad Max: Fury Road’s Surprise Feminism
= 2015 12 Annual Teaching Professor's Conference, Show Your Students the Forest ... Not Just the Trees (with Julie Schrock)
o 2014 11" Annual Teaching Professor's Conference, Show Your Students the Forest ... Not Just the Trees (with Julie
Schrock)
o 2013 434 Annual International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning Conference presentation, Show Your
Students The Forest ... Not Just the Trees (with Julie Schrock)
= 2015 Magna Publications, Online Seminar Course Design Strategies to Enhance Critical Thinking Skills (with Julie Schrock)
= 2015 Popular Culture/American Culture Association presentation, Why Rape Jokes Aren’t Funny and What That Reveals About
Comedy
= 2014 Popular Culture/American Culture Association presentation, Otherwise than Laughter: A Levinasian Approach to the Ethics of
Laughter
= 2013 American Academy of Religion presentation, Comparative Religious Ethics and Critical Thinking
= 2013 434 Annual International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning Conference, Developing the Language for Student
Learning Outcomes (with Margarita Suarez)
o 2013 NCICU Assessment Conference presentation, Brainstorming Language for Assessment of College Program and
Student Learning Outcomes (with Margarita Suarez and Dianne Raubenheimer)
= 2013 Popular Culture/American Culture Association presentation, Comedy as a Vehicle for Teaching Critical Thinking and
Metacognition (with Amy J. Hruby)
= 2012 14" International Conference on Ethics Across the Curriculum presentation, Ethics and Strategies for Critical Thinking
= 2012 Teaching American History in North Carolina presentation on the use of humor in editorial cartoons on Irish immigration and
women's suffrage
= 2010 American Academy of Religion presentation, The Passion and Monty Python’s Life of Brian: Laughter and Religious Laughter
o This paper was presented on campus at an event titled Python, Passion and Pastries
= 2012 320 International Conference on Critical Thinking presentation, PRISM: Rays of Light from a Campus-wide CT Infusion (with
Tim Hendrix, Ann Gleason, Mark O’'Dekirk, and Kelly Roberts)
= 2009 AAR-Southeast region presentation: The Nonsense that Surrounds Him: Sarcasm, Satire, and Irony in Life of Brian and
Lamb
= 2008 American Academy of Religion presentation, The Art of Living a Second Life
= 2008 American Academy of Religion presentation, Levinas and Foucault 2.0: From Anti-Humanism to Humanism
= 2006 Poster session presented at the 6t Annual Workshop “Tools for Enriching the Teaching and Learning of Economics,”
Wrightsville Beach, NC. Global: Capitalism and Ethical Values: An Application of Ethics-Across-the-Curriculum Thread in
Economics (with Dr. Anne York)
2006 ACLA National Conference, seminar organizer, “The Human in Posthuman Technology”
2006 ACLA presentation: Humanism and Justice for the Other
2006 AAR-Southeast Region presentation: Humanism and Justice for the Other
2005 AAR-Southeast Region presentation: Complexity and Ethics
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[ INVTEDTALKSANDMEDIAAPPEARANCES |

2022 “The Ethics of Wearing a Mask” interview on Tested, WUNC (2022-03-03)
2021 “The Ethical Dilemma of Treating Unvaccinated Patients Before Vaccinated Ones,” interview on Tested, WUNC (2021-09-23)
2021 “Ethical Questions Surrounding the COVID-19 Vaccine” interview on Tested, WUNC (2021-02-11)
2020 “Me and we: Individual rights, common good and coronavirus” interview in the AP (2020-05-18)
2020 “How You Should Get Food During the Pandemic” interview in The Atlantic (2020-03-14)
o ‘“Is Food Delivery During the Coronavirus Pandemic Ethical?” in The New York Times (2020-05-07)
2019 “From the PCA: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Good Place” podcast, | Think Therefore | Fan, hosted by
Richard Greene (2019-05-07)
2019 Lebanon Valley College, keynote speaker for The Examined Life: An Undergraduate Conference in the Liberal Arts in 2019
o Like Boxing Gloves of Sadness: Authenticity, Ethics, and The Good Place
2018 Mars Hill University, presentations on teaching, course design, and comedy:
o Comedy and Ethics
o  Course Design Strategies to Enhance Critical Thinking
o Teaching Case Studies
2018 “Meet the Philosophers Who Give “The Good Place’ Its Scholarly Bona Fides” interview in The Chronicle of Higher Education
(2018-02-06).
2017 “Is Edgier Political Comedy Making America Worse” interview in The Christian Science Monitor (2017-05-12)
2016 “Is President Trump Funny? Late Night Reconsiders What's Good for a Laugh” in Variety (2016-11-09)
2016 “The Prose of Participation: 15 Minutes with Julie Schrock and Steven Benko” interview in The ‘Q” Newsletter (2016-08-03);
reprinted in Higher Education Today (2016-08-11)
2015, March, appeared as expert on news report about Presbyterian Church approving same sex marriage liturgy (“Presbyterians
Approve Gay Marriage in Church Constitution”)
2014 “From Sterling to Bundy: How to Respond When Speech Offends?” Husna Haq, The Christian Science Monitor (2014-07-12)
2012 Quoted in “Make a Good Impression On Your Professor” by Taylor Cotter (www.studentadvisor.com)
2012 The Annual Gathering of Holocaust Educators presentation, The Nature of the Natural
2012 The Annual Gathering of Holocaust Educators presentation, Our (Im)Possible Posthuman Future
2010 Unitarian Universalist Peace Fellowship presentation, Humanism, Posthumanism and Theological Humanism

2008, December; Appeared as expert on News 14 report about Facebook and teen identity in relation to the murder of Matthew
Sillimam

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES

Cynthia Edwards Erica Rogers Mark O’Dekirk

Professor, Attorney Professor,

Department of Psychology Ward & Smith, P.A. Department of Psychology
(919) 760-8441 (919) 277-9186 (919) 760-8326

edwardsc@meredith.edu ebrogers@wardandsmith.com odekirkm@meredith.edu
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